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THE V. I cannot imagine, Monsieur le Receveur, of
what you are complaining, and if ...

M. H. J have nothing,, Monsieur, to say to you : you
do right to push your suit, it is but natural; I do
not see anything strange in that and I ask your
pardon if I interrupt your comedy; but neither
ought you to think it strange if I demur to her
conduct: we both have a right to do what we are
doing.

THE V. I have not anything to say to that, and I am
quite ignorant concerning the grounds of com-
plaint you have against Madame la Comtesse
d'Escarbagnas.

THE C. When any one suffers from the pangs of
jealousy, he does not conduct himself in that way^
he comes privately to the individual he loves to
make complaint.

M. H. I complain privately !

THE C. Yes. You should not shout aloud in a theatre
what ought to be said in a private house.

M. H. Good gracious i J have come here purely for
that purpose; I only wish it were a public theatre^
so that I might show you up in your true colours
the more openly.

THE C. Why is it needful to make such a commotion
about a play Monsieur le Vicomte gives in my
honour? Look at Monsieur Tibaudier, he acts
more respectfully towards one he loves than do
you.

M. H. Monsieur Tibaudier acts as he pleases; I do
not know how Monsieur Tibaudier behaves towards
you i Monsieur Tibaudier is no example for me to
follow,, and I am in no mood to pay the piper for
other people to dance.

THE C. Really, Monsieur le Receveur, you do not
think what you are saying: ladies of quality are
not treated in this way; if people overhear you
they may think we have something in common.

M. H* Oh ! confound it!  Madam, let us quit fooling.